
 

 

Hello HCYC, 

     Well, the 2021 boating season is getting underway, 

and the marina is filling up with boats. Things are 

starting to open a little with regards to the COVID 

restrictions. Our club was able to kickoff the 2021 

boating season with Cocktails in the Park. We held this event up by the 

picnic tables instead of our usual location on the dock. It was an          

excellent turnout and we were able to welcome our new club members, 

Drew and Susan Emmetts and Doug and Anne Henschen.   

     Unfortunately, Memorial Day weekend was a washout with rain every 

day. Of course, the sun came out on Monday just as people were heading 

home, so we moved our BBQ to the following Saturday and the weather 

was beautiful. There was a strong turnout for this event and I’m looking 

forward to others throughout the 2021 season. 

     Our Sailing Fleet Captain, Chuck Manley, and Power Fleet Captain, 

Chuck Booth, have already started making plans for cruises throughout 

the season. The club’s education committee put together several      

seminars on different topics which are discussed within this copy of the 

YARDARM. Our club held the first of the seminars in April, and we will 

be working to host the next one during the boating season. I hope you 

enjoy this latest copy of the YARDARM. There are several entries by 

some of our members.  

     I hope you and your families are all doing well. I look forward to 

meeting with everyone during the season. 

See you all soon! 

Jeff Anders, Commodore 
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Big Sky Montana 

By Eddie Frank                                                     

Our ski trip to Big Sky Montana from April 5th – 12th was the first time out of the Covid 

Bubble in 13 months. Together with Chuck and Eileen Manley we skied for almost a 

week. The resort had restaurants that required reservations due to 50% seating. The 

food was great at all of them. The skiing conditions were spring-like; cold mornings and 

some mush in the afternoon. We skied from 10am to 2pm. It snowed seven inches one 

night and three another night with fabulous skiing each morning after the snowfall. 

There were plenty of green and blue trails to ski. We stayed away from the diamonds 

this being our first skiing of the season. Skiing out west is a much different world than 

in the northeast. A great time was had by all. 
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Chuck Manley organized a series of educational seminars on April 15th and presented a 

power point presentation highlighting upcoming HCYC seminars in the near future. 

Safe Harbor Marina — Dock Master Brianna Fitzsimmons updated us on the marina 

improvements which include: renovated restrooms, new pump out, new ski jet dock, and 

replacement of 40 ft. of main dock. 

Rockland Sheriffs Marine Unit — Police officer Bret Thiesing spoke on the work his 

unit does on the Hudson River between the Governor Mario M. Cuomo Bridge and the 

Bear Mountain Bridge. He focused on boat safety, the importance of knowing the rules 

of navigation and having the required safety equipment onboard. Boaters must have a 

NYS Registration Sticker, appropriate number of life vests, flares, navigation lights, and 

fire extinguishers. His unit also works with Homeland Security . 

Commissioning your boat — Richard Thabit, gave a power point presentation on 

proper spring boat maintenance. Whether sail or power, checking your vessel inside and 

out is imperative. Topics included hull condition, zincs, sails, rigging, emergency equip-

ment, electrical systems, inboard/outboard engines, galley, waste treatment systems, 

and safety equipment.  

Seminar series continuation dates to be announced 

Safe on the Water — Captain Nancy DeVries 

with a 100-ton license, a background as an EMT and a world-wide sailing expert 

Cruising Hudson River, Raritan Bay and Long Island Sound — Chuck Manley 

with 40 years of sailing these waters 

Our Regatta, Clubs’ Wednesday Racing and Women’s Regatta  — Jerry Cohen 

with over 15 years of racing sailboats 

Our Social Activities — Commodore Jeff Anders and Linda Anders                          

power boaters with years of cruising experience will highlight social activities planned 

throughout the year  
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It’s that time of year we have all been waiting for: outdoor gatherings, 

getting our boats ready for a season of sailing, cruising and sensational 

sunsets. But, none of this will happen if we don’t commission our boats 

and get everything ship shape. 

Linda & Jeff Anders getting their boat, Bullsnurf, commissioned 

 

We extend a hearty welcome to our new  

Hudson Cove Yacht Club Members 

Drew & Susan Emmetts  

and  

Doug & Anne Henschen 
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Keeping the Name 
By Nancy DeVries 

 

    Anyone who has sailed on the Hudson River 

and under the Tappan Zee Bridge or driven 

over it, will always call it thus; named for a 

Native American tribe from the area called 

the Tappan and the word Zee from Dutch for 

sea. There is a strong affection for its   

naming and most cannot ever call it by anything else.  

    I have crossed the 3-mile long bridge hundreds of times. The cantilever bridge built 

in the mid 1950s always offered me a route east, and a view of New York City just 25 

miles to the south. Originally built to last 50 years, it was rated to be in poor condition 

and work on a new two-span bridge commenced in 2013. The process dismantled the old, 

crumbling bridge, with large pieces set down onto barges below and towed south to be 

used for building out artificial reefs off of Long Island’s south shore. With my sailboat 

docked for the last few years in Stamford, Connecticut, the Tappan Zee was my regular 

route. Every drive on the bridge showed spans of the old coming down and progress   

toward the new cable-stayed structure. One of the last spans to come down was the   

10-million-pound main middle span. It was lowered to the waiting barge, magically for 

me, on the same day as I had been hired to move a sailboat from Tarrytown Marina on 

the short delivery to Haverstraw Marina. Lucky to have work on the water that day, I 

was just north of the bridge and thrilled to see this operation and take some           

photographs, but could not linger nearby to watch it wrap up.  

    In 2018, the newly constructed bridge opened for traffic. It is now called the Mario 

M. Cuomo Bridge after a former governor of New York State, but for most, it remains 

the Tappan Zee. The signage leading to approaches to the bridge have all been changed 

to indicate the new name. Except for one, which I have discovered, on a drive heading 

west from my sailboat in Connecticut on the approaches to the bridge. I am not alerting 

any agency about this. 

Y A R D A R M  Page 6 



Hudson River Day 2009 
Walter Perkins 

 
     My wife and I were part of the fleet     

assembled in NY Harbor to accompany Half 

Moon &  Onrust and traveled with the fleet to 

the GW Bridge.  But, how was it that the   

Senior Editor of SAIL Magazine asked me to 

write an article for the magazine?  

     I was a subscriber to SAIL Magazine and 

still am.  When I received the July/August 

2009 issues, I immediately went to the “News 

& Views” section where local events are      

covered.  I wanted to read about the event 

which I was sure SAIL Magazine would have  

covered.  Unfortunately, I could not find any  

mention of Hudson River Day in the magazine. 

Wow! How could they have missed such an   

historic sailing event.  

     The next day while at work, I decided to 

send a quick email to David Schmidt the Senior   

Editor of SAIL Magazine.  I thought, what the 

heck!  I’ll never hear back, but I’ll send it          

anyway. Surprise, surprise... 15 minutes later I 

received a reply email from David 

Schmidt.  His reply was, “We BLEW It! Would 

you be willing to write a brief article for     

inclusion in the September issue of SAIL  

Magazine?” I did write the article.    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The following article, written by Walter 

Perkins, first appeared in the September 2009 

issue of “SAIL” Magazine.  

  Dank 

  U  Wel! 
 
     In the Port of New York on the eve  

of 6 June, Governor David Paterson 

blessed a special fleet as Lady Liberty 

looked on from a distance, thus kicking 

off the celebration of Hudson River Day.  The follow-

ing morning the fleet weighed anchor and began its 

journey up the river with a flotilla of well-wishers 

along the west side of Manhattan.  

     This was no mere circle tour of the Big Apple; the 

final destination was Albany, in honor of Henry   

Hudson’s pioneering voyage 400 years ago. Unlike 

their famed predecessor, the crews relied on their 

motors rather than the light breeze from the south-

west. But, despite the modern convenience of   

horsepower, early morning joggers and onlookers 

along the river were treated to a beautiful view of 

history. 

     The newest replica was the 42-foot Onrust 

(meaning “restless”), originally built in New York in 

1614 by Dutchman Adriaen Block. The venerable 

Hudson River sloop Clearwater joined the group 

alongside the belle of this ball, Half Moon, a replica 

of Henry Hudson’s own vessel. As I stood at the 

wheel of my own modern sailboat, I imagined the 

crew of the original Half Moon gazing toward the 

wooded shoreline of New Amsterdam, and I silently 

thanked those intrepid explorers: Dank u Wel!  

     Hudson River Day was only part of a year-long 
celebration in honor of the 400th anniversary of the 
Dutch founding of New Amsterdam. Events are 
planned  along the Hudson Valley in the coming 
months.  http://www.exploreny400.com/home.aspx. 

 
 

Perkins, Walter F., News + Views: “Dank U Wel!,” SAIL 

Magazine, September 2009 

—WALTER PERKINS 
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    Learn more about the Half Moon in future  

Yardarm editions. 
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Over the Wave 
 

The fog has lifted 

The ship has sailed 

The wind is at our back 

 

We’ve fought the storm  

And bore the brunt 

Toward the light we sail and tack 

 

It’s been a year of turbulent tides 

We are weathered  

But not defeated 

 

Together we can hold the course  

Move forward  

And do what’s needed 

 

 
Rita Cohen 

 


