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Spring'Maintenance'
 Hull%condition%
 Vessel%interior%and%exterior%
  Sails%and%Rigging%
 Emergency%equipment%
 Electrical%systems%
  Inboard/Outboard%engines%
 Galley%
 Head%and%Waste%Treatment%systems%
 Water%Systems%



Vessel'Exterior:'Hull'Condi8on'
  Look%for%scratches,%blisters,%and%abrasions%to%the%hull.%
  %Check%transducers%%
%%%%%and%exterior%surfaces%%
%%%%%of%thruLhull%fittings.%%
 Ensure%the%engine%%
%%%%sea%strainer%is%clean,%%
%%%%free%of%corrosion,%and%secure.%%
 Arrange%for%repairs%and%refinishing%of%hull%defects.%%



Hull'Maintenance'
 Once%hull%maintenance%is%complete,%touchup%or%apply%%
a%new%coat%of%bottom%paint.%

 Replace%zincs.%%
  Inspect%the%condition%of%your%vessel's%shaft,%cutlass%
bearing,%supporting%struts,%and%propeller.%%

 Check%the%swim%platform%and%boarding%ladder.%%



Vessel'Exterior'''
  Scrub%down%your%boat%with%a%mild%detergent%that%
causes%minimal%environmental%impact.%

 Apply%a%coat%of%wax.%Don’t%wax%the%nonLskid.%
 Clean%and%polish%all%metal%fittings.%%
 Ensure%cockpit%drains%and%scuppers%are%clear,%they%are%
easily%blocked%by%leaves%and%winter%debris.%%

 Check%the%operation%of%hatches%and%windows.%Clean%
and%lubricate%their%hinges.%%

 Clean%and%check%the%condition%of%canvas.%



Vessel'Interior''
 Look%for%oil%in%the%bilges.%If%present,%identify%its%
source,%and%fix%the%leak.%

 Clean%the%bilges%and%stock%oil%adsorbent%pads%and%
pillows%for%use%in%the%engine%spaces.%

 Check%operation%of%bilge%pumps%and%switches.%
 Drain%any%water%present%in%the%water%separating%
filter%and%check%the%condition%of%all%flexible%fuel%
lines.%%



Vessel'Interior''
  Inspect%the%condition%of%thruLhull%fittings%
  ThruLhulls%

 Make%sure%you%know%where%they%are,%what%they%do%and%
that%they%are%working%properly.%%

 Have%a%wooden%safety%plug%attached%to%the%%%
%%%thruLhull,%in%case%one%fails.%
  Exercise%to%ensure%they%operate%smoothly.%%

  Check%the%flexible%hoses%and%clamps.%Consider%proactive%
replacement.%

  Lubricate%stuffing%boxes%and%shaft%logs.%%



Sails''
 Check%the%general,%overall%condition%of%the%sails%
  Look%for%obvious%damage%like%tears,%punctures,%wear%
and%chafing%

 Check%the%condition%of%battens%and%batten%pockets%
 Check%all%attachments%to%the%sail%including%grommets,%
rings,%and%all%reefLpoints%

  Inspect%all%of%the%stitching%on%the%sail%edges%and%all%
seams.%Pay%close%attention%to%the%leech%of%the%headsail.%



Mast'and'Rigging''
  Inspect%mast%and%spreaders%for%damage%or%corrosion%
 Check%shrouds%and%spreader%boots%for%damage%or%wear%
 Check%reefing%points%and%reefing%gear%
 Clean%and%lubricate%the%sail%track%
 Verify%turnbuckles,%rigging,%and%clevis%pins%are%free%of%
deterioration%and%corrosion.%%



Mast'and'Rigging'
  Inspect%stainless%steel%wire%stays%for%fraying%and%
"whiskering"%

  Inspect%the%condition%of%the%forestay%and%backstay%
connections%

  Inspect%mechanical%connections%like%rivets%and%screws%for%
corrosion%

 Make%sure%masthead%fitting%and%pulleys%are%in%good%order%

  Roller%furlings%need%to%cleaned%and%lubricated%%



Emergency'Equipment'
  Ensure%your%vessel's%safety%equipment%is%in%good%order%and%
that%you%comply%with%regulatory%requirements.%%

  Check%the%condition%of%your%safety%equipment,%like%life%
jackets%and%floatation%cushions.%

  Check%the%expiration%dates%on%your%visual%distress%signals.%%%
  Have%your%onLboard%fire%extinguishers%inspected.%%



Electrical'Systems'''
  Ensure%the%battery%is%charged,%its%case%is%clean,%terminals%
are%clean,%cable%connections%are%tight,%and%battery%cables%
are%in%good%condition.%

  Ensure%your%navigation%lights%are%operational.%
  Check%the%operation%of%onLboard%electronics%like%GPS%
chartplotters,%VHF%radios,%radar,%and%their%external%
antennas.%

  Check%connections%such%as%terminal%strips%and%bus%bars,%
for%signs%of%corrosion.%%



Outboard'Engines'
  Replace%spark%plugs%and%check%the%condition%of%plug%wires.%%
  Drain%and%replace%gear%oil%in%the%lower%unit.%%
  Inspect%the%condition%of%fuel%lines,%primer%bulb%and%fuel%
tank%for%leaks.%%

  Change%out%your%fuel%filter!element%and%drain%any%water%
present%in%the%filter%bowl.%%

  Check%the%functioning%of%your%boat%engine%kill%switch.%%
  Check%cable%jackets%for%cracks%and%splits.%
  Ensure%cables%move%freely.%%
  Inspect%the%propeller%for%nicks%and%dents.%



Inboard'Engines'
 Change%your%engine%oil%and%filters.%%
 Check%the%transmission%fluid%level.%%
 Replace%the%filter%element%in%your%water%separating%
fuel%filter.%Drain%any%water%in%the%settling%bowl.%%

  Inspect%flexible%fuel%lines%for%chafing%and%wear%%
 Remove%the%impeller.%

  Check%for%cracked%or%missing%vanes.%
  Check%the%impeller%housing%for%any%undue%wear.%%
  Check%the%lower%unit%oil%and%replace%it.%%



Inboard'Engines'''
  Change%the%pencil%zincs%that%are%threaded%%
%%%%into%the%engine%block.%%
  Check%the%tension%of%drive%belts.%Consider%proactively%
replacing%them.%%

  Carry%spares%for%the%belts%and%filters%used%by%your%engine.%%
  Ensure%that%the%bilge%blower%functions%correctly.%Check%
the%condition%of%the%flexible%hoses%attached%to%it.%%

  Check%the%raw%water%strainer%on%engines%that%are%cooled%in%
this%manner.%%

  Check%the%condition%of%the%exhaust%manifold%and%its%
gaskets.%



Galley'
  Fill%propane%tanks%
 Check%the%operation%of%manual%and%electric%gas%valves.%
  Inspect%fuel%supply%lines%for%leaks%and%ensure%that%
tank%locker%vents%are%clear.%%

 Clean%the%stove%and%check%%
%%%%the%performance%of%the%burners.%%
 Clean%the%refrigerator%or%ice%box,%then%operate%it%on%
both%shore%and%ship’s%power.%



Head'and'Waste'Treatment'Systems'

  Fill%the%head%with%water%and%check%for%leaks.%
 Check%that%the%holding%tank%has%been%pumped%out.%
 Restock%chemicals%required%for%onboard%treatment%
systems,%holding%tank%deodorant%and%toilet%paper%that%
is%compatible%with%marine%heads.%%

 Exercise%the%YLvalve,%ensuring%its%positions%are%clearly%
labeled%and%the%handle%is%cleared%in%the%proper%
position%while%in%port.%



''Water'Systems'
  Flush%the%fresh%water%system%by%turning%on%the%water%
pump%and%draining%the%entire%contents%of%the%storage%
tank.%%

 Refill%the%tank%with%fresh%water%and%run%water%through%
every%hot%and%cold%water%faucet%on%the%vessel%to%flush%
out%any%traces%of%antifreeze.%

 Double%check%the%deck%filler%caps%for%the%water%system%
to%ensure%they%are%in%place%and%wellLsealed%to%keep%out%
contaminants.%%

 Check%the%operation%of%the%hot%water%heater%on%all%
sources%of%power.%



Avoid'Common''
Spring'Commissioning'Mistakes''
  DON'T!GOOF!THE!PAINT%

 Hard%paint%over%hard%paint%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%
 %Soft%(ablative)%paint%over%soft%paint%
 Soft%paint%over%hard.%%
 Hard%paint%over%soft%ablative%paint,%will%soon%slough%off.%

  DON'T!CHOOSE!THE!WRONG!TAPE!%
  Blue%painter's%tape%(102%days)%
  Green%or%yellow%painter's%tape%(longer)%



Commissioning'Mistakes''
 DON'T!NEGLECT!PAPERWORK%

 Make%sure%all%your%paperwork%is%up%to%date:%insurance%
premiums%paid,%slip%contract%signed%and%registration%
current.%%

  Review%your%insurance%policy.%
  Reconcile%your%insurance%coverage%with%your%current%
slip%contract%

  Registration%should%be%current%and%the%sticker%in%place.%%



Commissioning'Mistakes'
 DON'T!USE!OLD!CHARTS,!CHARTBOOKS,!
CRUISING!GUIDES%
 Make%sure%your%chart%plotter%has%current%charts.%Check%
with%your%chip%for%updates.%%

  You%can%find%a%listing%of%current%NOAA%charts%online.%%

  Check%the%Local%Notices%for%Mariners%for%updates.%



Commissioning'Mistakes'
 DON'T!ANGER!YOUR!MARINA%

 Marinas%are%committing%to%"clean%marina"%practices.%%
  Check%with%your%marina%to%find%out%the%rules%and%follow%
them,%both%for%the%work%and%the%cleanup.%

 Make%sure%ladders%are%set%at%their%proper%angles.%Tie%the%
top%of%the%ladder%to%the%boat%to%keep%it%from%slipping%
from%side%to%side.%%

 Wear%proper%gear:%gloves,%a%respirator%and%eye%
protection.%%



Proper%spring%boat%maintenance%and%

preparation%will%make%a%major%

difference%in%whether%we%enjoy%a%fun%and%

safe%boating%experience%or%have%an%

“unwanted%adventure.”%

~%Fair%winds%and%smooth%sailing!%'


