
Happy New year to all. I 

hope the holidays were 

great for you and filled 

with laughter and love of 

family and friends. 

Now that the holidays 

are over, it is time to be-

gin another boating year. 

The first order of busi-

ness each year is the 

passing of our annual 

budget. The Hudson 

Cove board of governors 

spent much time and 

effort with the help of 

treasure Ron Alfandre 

developing and finalizing 

this year budget. The 

budget now must be ap-

proved at the Winter 

meeting scheduled for 

Saturday January 16
th
 

2010 7:30pm at the Ma-

rina Conference center. 

As required by the club 

bylaws we must have a 

quorum of the member-

ship in attendance to 

vote and pass the 

budget. Please mark 

your calendars and plan 

to attend this critical 

meeting. 

Events have been out-

lined for the year and 

can be found on our 

website under the 

Events 2010 link. We will 

be adding a Saturday educa-

tional seminar to our list of 

activates this year. The day 

will include various sessions 

including engine mainte-

nance and navigation. We 

also are planning several 

ñfamilyò sail races on potluck 

supper days to get family 

and friends out on the water 

for educational and non cut 

throat races. 

Also on Saturday April 17, 

2010 we will be having our bi 

annual Commodores Ball. 

The ball features dinner, mu-

sic and dancing and should 

be a great time for everyone. 

Please save the date and 

plan on joining us!! 

In the next several weeks, 

you will be receiving a ques-

tionnaire from Cruising Fleet 

Captain Steven Weinerman. 

We are trying to do some 

advance planning for cruis-

ing this summer. Please 

complete and return the sur-

vey promptly. We need your 

feedback. 

Enjoy the New Year and see 

you at the Winter meeting on 

January 16
th
. 
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Steve Pendleton awarded  

2009 Michael Hinchman  

Distinguished Service Award  

The Michael Hinchman memorial service award hon-

ors a member who has served Hudson Cove Yacht 

Club with dedication and distinction. 

Michael Hinchman for those of you who did not have 

the opportunity to know him was a friend to many of 

us and dedicated to his family, the needy in commu-

nity and our club. He served on the Hudson Cove 

Board of Governors and was the rear commodore 

when he passed away. 

Mike gave of his time and of himself to make life bet-

ter for all those he came in contact with. As an or-

ganization, we were fortunate to have Mike put his 

talents, ideas and energy into making us a better and 

stronger club. 

Steve Pendleton has a long history of dedication and 

service to our club. He has served on the Board of 

Governors over the last two decades. He has served 

in numerous positions in the club including not limited 

to membership chairperson, fleet captain of cruising, 

and commodore. He has hosted numerous potluck 

suppers and events with his bride of over 50 years. 

He can be counted on to share his wisdom and ex-

perience with those of us following in his footsteps. 

http://www.hudsoncove.com/Picture Folders/Regatta 2009/Chase boat/P6060011.JPG


It was a dark and snowy 
nightéé.. Some of us 
drove over the river, 
through the woods, 
through the snow and 
sleet with great expecta-
tions. Food, music, soft 
lighting and good friends.  
Only our ships were miss-
ing. The conference center 

was transformed into a 
beautiful space for the 
HCYC Annual Holiday 
Party.  The lighting high-
lighted the beautiful views 
of the Hudson River that 
we all enjoy in the warmer 
months. 

Everyone had a great time 
at what is, for some, the 

kick-off of the winter holi-
day season.  The time and 
preparation that went into 
the event was evident. 
Thank you Karen and Dan 
Kinsley sharing the hosting 
responsibilities. 

One suggestion... Can we 
do it in warmer, dryer 
weather next time? 
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2009 Holiday Party  

T h e  Y a r d a r m  

Save the 

Date!!  

Commodoreõs 

Ball  

April 17, 2010  

 

Annual Meeting  

October 17, 2009  

AnnualBudget  

Meeting  

Saturday  

January 16, 2010  

7:30 pm  

Conference Center  

www.hudsoncove.com 

for details  

The annual meeting was once again held at 

the Spook Rock Country Club.  It was a gath-

ering of friends, old and new.  Recognition of 

officers, board members, and those who assist 

the club in making the club a social, educa-

tional, and recreational organization.  Thanks 

to Bobbie Potaki for once again arranging for 

an enjoyable meeting. 
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Hudson Cove Yacht Club East,   

Who Are They And Where Are They Going? 

òA ship under sail 

and a big -bellied 

Woman are the 

handsomest two 

things that can be 

seen in common.ó 

Benjamin Franklin  

Some of our yacht club 

members know who we 

are and some may not, so 

I am writing to introduce 

you to the HCYC-E or 

Hudson Cove Yacht Club - 

East.  Now, I should be 

very clear, the ñEastò is not 

official, nor does it really 

stand for anything, except 

to informally refer to us 

yacht club membership 

units (Summer Star, 

Aquila, Spirit and Gold-

eneye) that currently sum-

mer at Harbor House Ma-

rina in Stamford, CT. We 

more or less added the 

ñEastò for fun, but now this 

minor and insignificant 

designation seems to be 

taking on a life of its own 

during club meetings and 

parties, requiring us to 

submit our own newsletter 

to the YARDARM ï just to 

be sure, we are all one 

club. 

 

Please note that aside 

from spending the summer 

on the Sound, at least half 

of us winter in Haverstraw. 

We do this so we can 

schmooze with anyone 

that happens to show up at 

the marina on weekends 

during the fall, winter and 

spring off-seasons.  Buy 

us a coffee, and sure weôll 

help you winterize your 

engine ï or something.  

After all, making this trip 

twice a year, up and down 

the river, and back and 

forth through Hellgate, is fun.  

That is to say itôs fun at least 

when the currents and the 

weather are cooperating, and 

the marina is not threatening 

to boot you out because you 

are temporarily in violation of 

the marina contract as a re-

sult of your boat not being 

ready to leave.   

 

You may ask yourself, isnôt 

the road trip to Stamford 

much longer and the traffic 

horrendous?  The answer to 

both questions is yes, the trip 

is somewhat longer, and 

sometimes the traffic can be a 

bear.  However, in general it 

is not as bad as one would 

think, and if you know the al-

ternate routes, you can avoid 

most of the issues.  While the 

trip to Stamford is farther than 

Haverstraw, we essentially 

commit to entire weekends on 

the boat, which is not a prob-

lem if that happens to fit your 

cruising interests.  The Sound 

is 20-25 minutes from Harbor 

House, which is nicely tucked 

away on the eastern channel 

branch of Stamford Harbor 

behind the hurricane barrier. 

 

I should tell you a little about 

the Hurricane barrier; at times 

it is a two-edged sword.  It 

was designed by the Army 

Corp of Engineers to prevent 

flooding of low-lying areas of 

Stamford during Norôeasters 

and hurricanes.  When these 

events occur, a large barrier 

comes up out of the water 

and seals off the channel 

from the storm surge.  Unfor-

tunately, once in a while, the 

barrier is closed for testing or 

repairs.  If you are not aware 

of this situation in advance, 

you can either be stuck at the 

dock or unable to return to it, 

depending on which side of 

the barrier you happen to be 

on.  (continued on next page)



Just a few notesé. 

...Our clubõs website is a wealth of information on every-

thing from calendar of club events; latest weather at 

Haverstraw Bay; what to know about winterizing your 

boat; club history; and the Hudson River Boat & Yacht Club 

Association.   

...This editor is always looking for ideas for our newsletter.  

...The Board of Governors is looking for ideas for educa-

tional offerings at coming meetings.  Do you have any tal-

ents or interests that you are willing to share?  

...Volunteers are needed to host club events.  See the website 

for details.  

H u d s o n  C o v e  Y a c h t  C l u b  

Hudson Cove East (continued from page 3)  

This happened to us one weekend when we arrived, 

the barrier was up for testing and repairs.  No one 

knew when the work would be complete so we all 

made the best of it.  We drove to Essex, CT for the 

day.  Nothing wrong with a land cruise! 

 

Of course, when the weather is fine and the barrier is 

where it is supposed to be (submerged), we are on 

the Sound.  Our favorite destinations are Oyster Bay, 

Northport, and Port Jefferson.  While there are many 

other places to travel to, we always seem to wind up 

at one of these three.  The typical weekend involves 

driving out to the marina either Friday night or Satur-

day morning followed by eating or not eating break-

fast at the Elm Street Café. Next is sailing (if there is 

wind) or motoring on the Sound for several hours, 

and then heading into port to anchor or to pick up a 

mooring at the local yacht club.  Dinner is either on 

board or on shore. Sunday, it is breakfast on board or 

in town, followed by more sailing (if there is wind) or 

motoring on the Sound, and then back to Harbor 

House for cocktails and/or a late snack before head-

ing home.   For those of you who are wondering, the 

traffic on Sunday, late afternoon, is not too bad, and 

there is a back way to the TZ Bridge from Stamford 

that avoids traffic tie-ups on I95 and I287. 

In our next newsletter, we will talk a little more about 

favorite spots and restaurantsðmaybe if there is a 

next time.  Herb Dietrich, 12/14/2009. 

www.hudsoncove.com  
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The U.S. Coast Guard cutters have begun icebreaking 

operations on the Hudson River.  The cutters run from 

New York City to Albany, opening the river to commercial 

traffic until the winter season ends in mid-March.  I first 

heard of the operation while listening to the radio on a 

blustery cold January day.  The reporter marveled at the 

shipôs ability to cut through the ice and the loud noise of 

the operation.  I wonder why we have never attempted a 

winter cruise on the Hudson.  Not the fall foliage cruise 

with the 20 knot winds; but a cruise with snow, ice, and hot 

chocolate.  Any takers??? 


